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ENGLISH- ABST : 

PURPOSE: To obtain a finger image of high quality by setting the angle 
between the section, where an illuminating means is arranged, and the finger 
contact face of an optical prism to <90deg at the time of inputting the finger 
image by the optical prism. 

CONSTITUTION: The fingerprint part of a finger F is bought into contact with 
a face acfd interposed between two sides rectangularly intersecting the bottom, 
namely, a section abc of an optical prism 10, and in this state, the light from 
a light source 20 is made incident from the section abc of the prism 10. Then, 
the fingerprint image projected on a face bcfe of the optical prism 10 is picked 
up by a telecamera 30. In this case, the face of the optical prism 10 on which 
the illuminating light from the light source 20 is made incident is so formed 
that the angle of this face to the face acfd with which the finger F is brought 
into contact is <90deg. Thus, the finger face is efficiently illuminated. 
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